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Defiance County Genealogy
Chapter and Board Meetings

Regular monthly meetings of the Defi-
ance Chapter OGS are held at St. John United
Church of Christ at 7:00 p.m. unless other-
wise stated. The address is 950 Webster
Street —  on the northeastern corner of the
Defiance Colllege campus. Entry is on the
north side of the church adjacent to the col-
lege gymnasium.

Chapter meetings are the 4th Monday
of each month except as noted.

Board meetings are held at 2:30 p.m.
the third Thursdays of the month at the St.
John UCC at 950 Webster Street.

Table of Contents

Yesteryears’ Trails
Quarterly Newsletter Published by the Defiance County

Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 7006 Defiance, OH 43512-7006
Web Site: Http: www.defiancecountygenealogy.org
Email address: defiancegenealogy2002@ yahoo.com
Blog site: defiancecountyohiogenealogy.blogspot.com

DCGS Programs for 2023

March 27 - Publishing Family Genealogy
Books

Beginning with the April  24th meeting--
Histories of Notable Buildings in
the County. On the 24th Dan Hasch
will present the histories of three
Sherwood buildiing.

May 22 - Sarah Marshall
The Worthington Project

June 13 (Tuesday) at 7:00 p.m. meet at
the Tuttle Museum

Surname Index and
Verical File to Be in
Ohioanna Room

Due to popular demand, the
Defiance Library has
brought the two local re-

sources back to the Ohioanna Room
where patrons have easy access. The
surname index is useful in the search for
family history and the vertical file for re-
search of local history.



Officers and Trustees -2022
President - Joanne Allison

joanne.richolt.allison@gmail.com
Vice-President - Rhonda Casler
Corresponding Secretary - Dianne Kline

 dijimkline@gmail.com
Recording Secretary - Mary Williams

 marywill@smta.cc
Treasurer - Dan Hasch

 dhasch@defnet.com
Membership - Dawn Hasch

 dh_apple@yahoo.com
First Families - Mary Scranton

 mjs463@frontier.com
Newsletter Editor - Mary Williams

 marywill@smta.cc
Trustees:
Kim Bercaw
Dawn Hasch
Pat Wise

Change of Address or Email ?
If you change your postal or email address, please

make sure you email the chapter at
<defiancegenealogy2002@yahoo.com>
or send the changes to Defiance Chapter OGS, PO Box
7006, Defiance, OH 43512-7006 so that your current  in-
formation is on file.

Become a Member of DCGS
Chapter dues are $15.00 for an individual

and $18.00 per family.
An additional $5.00 is required for mail-

ing the four annual newsletters through the U. S.
Post Office. Membership form is at the end of this
newsletter or you may download a membership
form at
www.defiancecountygenealogy.org
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Defiance County First
Families

If you can prove your
ancestor resided  in Defiance
County before January 1846,
your ancestor can be classi-
fied as a “Pioneer.” If he or
she lived here between Janu-
ary 1846 and December
1860, that ancestor can be
classified as a “Settler.”  To prove your lineage back to your
ancestor, you may use birth records, death records, mar-
riage licenses, census records, Bible records, and other pri-
mary or supportive secondary records.

The application fee is $15.00 which covers as
many ancestors as you can prove and also covers your
membership pin.  You must be a member of the Defiance
County Chapter OGS.  This membership may be paid at
the same time as your application fee is paid.  The cutoff
date is August 1st of the year in which you apply. For
more information and to download the application for First
Families, please go to the Society’s web site at
www.defiancecountygenealogy.org or write to the chapter
at PO Box 7006, Defiance, OH 43512-7006 attention of
Mary Scranton, chair.

Defiance County Centennial Families
To acknowledge families which have been in Defi-

ance County for 100 years or more, our chapter has estab-
lished a centennial recognition program. Just one item of proof
showing that a family member was here in 1918 or before is
needed to register a family. Upon registration, a certificate
will be sent from the chapter. For more information, please
contact the chapter via email or by postal mail-- attention of
Carol Ehlinger.

First Families of Defiance County
and Centennial Families

Defiance County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society
           Yesteryears’ Trails  Vol.XXXVII  Issue 4 2022
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Defiance County OGS
Chapter News

At  the February DCGS board meeting,
President Joanne Allsion opened the meeting at 2:30
at the UCC in Defiance .  Dan Hasch provided the
financial reports for January and February showing
balances of $6363.15 and $6234.55 for December
and January respectively.

After looking at the chapter’s budget for 2022,
Dan suggested changing three line items: PO Box
Rental to $225, miscellaneous expenses to $50 and
web site service to $50.  Mary Williams moved to
accept the budget for 2023 using the 2022 budget
with the three changes. Rhonda Casler seconded
the motion which carried.  Dan noted that he has sent
in the 990 form and two others as required by law.

Dan noted that he had made a link from the
chapter web site to the chapter Facebook page.
Dianne Kline noted that she had received two year-
books; 1949 Defiance College and 1951 Defiance
High School.  The public library could utilize the col-
lege book.  If the high school book is not in better
condition than the current copy at the library, it may
be discarded.

Richard McGee has photos he would like to
pass on to any relatives.  Dianne will post the infor-
mation on the blog site and Mary will put the informa-
tion in the newsletter.  Dianne noted that the blog site
has had over 268,000 hits.  Dawn Hasch noted that
currently here are 32 members for 2023.  She will
send out reminders for those who have not renewed.

It was decided not to send an item for the OGS
conference as no one indicated attending.  Thanks
yous were received from the Ohio Historical Day and
Sherwood Friends of the Library for their monetary
donations.

Dan will have attendance cards ready for the
February chapter meeting.  Winners will be deter-
mined at the November meeting.

Saturday, March 4th is the help session at the
DPL running from 10:30-1:00.  The number of par-

February Happenings
DCGS Board News

ticipants was limited to five.  The IGGP will be hold-
ing its conference in Fort Wayne and also virtually on
June 9-11.

Programming for 2023 was set as far as June.
July was also discussed as a possible trip to the
Hayes Museum.

February Chapter Meeting of Feb. 27, 2023
Minutes of the DCGS Chapter Meeting of Feb.
27, 2023

Seventeen members and guests were
present. Minutes from the February board meeting
were reviewed.  Treasurer Dan Hasch presented the
January financial report . President Allison asked for
volunteers to contact her to audit the financial infor-
mation from 2022.

Joanne announced that the International Ger-
man Genealogy Partnership Conference will be held
in-person in Fort Wayne, Indiana, June 9-11. There
is also a virtual option with access to programming
in real-time. A USB drive is available for purchase
allowing all attendees to watch the recorded presen-
tations. For more information, one should go to
iggp.org.

Dianne Kline noted that the chapter had re-
ceived two year books-one Defiance High School
and one Defiance College.  She has solicited a place
for each.  Richard McGee has 30 family photos he
would like to pass on to interested ancestors.  More
information will appear in the chapter's blog and
newsletter.

Since there was no new business nor any un-
finished business, Rhonda Casler began the
evening's program "Criminals, Convicts, and Out-
laws: Finding Your Black Sheep Ancestors" using her
own aunt and uncle's exploits as an introduction to
finding black sheep ancestors.  She noted that news-
papers generally are beginning resources as most
have advanced search options.  After referring to
newspapers, the next logical step would be court
records. Criminal records can be found by the clerk
of court in the common pleas and municipal records.
Document sheets, if available, provide a summary
of the cases in question.

Family Search (free) and Ancestry.com (free
at many libraries) with their advanced searches is
also a good start in the search.  Some of the other
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resources Rhonda noted which could be consulted:
coroner's files, jail records, State of Ohio Archives,
census records, mug shots, divorce records (clerk
of courts), military records (muster rolls and pension
files).

Defiance

Defiance County Children’s Home – In operation
from 1884 until 1914, the buildings of the old
children’s home are long gone. The cemetery is nearly
demolished except for a few sparse gravestones.
Some say the spirits of young orphans who lived here
are still around. Witnesses have reported hearing
children whispering when visiting the cemetery.

Dey Road Bridge – It is said that partygoers would
get drunk and jump from the bridge into the river be-
low, only to meet a harsh undertow. Legend says this
made the bridge a prime location for those wishing
to commit suicide. Witnesses have reported seeing
bodies and/or faces in the water when looking over
the edge of the bridge. People have gone missing
near the location and some feel a strange presence
there.

Rolling Hills Trailer Court – Now called Fort Defi-
ance Community Court, residents throughout the
community have reported strange encounters with
ghostly figures. Some residents have reported see-
ing the spirits of a woman and child on the grounds
and others have reported seeing an orange tabby
cat with a white left forepaw. Longtime residents be-
lieve there is an old Indian burial ground in the
wooded area next to the community.

Valentine Theater – Now converted into a church, a
ghostly boy was seen regularly walking up and down
the stairs to the basement where the restrooms are
located. It is believed that he died there many years
ago.

 Evansport

Buck Cemetery – Located about 360 yards off a
dirt road, the entryway to the cemetery is shrouded
by dense trees. It is said that while you’re walking
back to the cemetery, you can see a strange light at
the end of the path, but it disappears by the time you
reach it. Witnesses have also reported seeing an
eerie apparition hovering above them upon arriving
to the cemetery. The ghost is believed to be Mr. Buck,
who is believed to be either a former caretaker or a
horse thief who was hanged from a tree there.

 Hicksville

Fairgrounds – Shadowy images of animals are
seen within the fairgrounds and the sound of horse
hooves can be heard on the track. A harness race is
said to have gone horribly wrong in the 1950s, caus-
ing the death of several jockeys and horses.

Old Hicksville Elementary School – Orbs ran-
domly appear in classrooms and bathrooms in the
school. People have heard their names being called
when no one else is around. (Credits: Jasmine Jor-
dan)

Village – The entire village of Hicksville is appar-
ently haunted. Witnesses have reported seeing
shadow people and full-blown apparitions walking the
sidewalks and streets at night. Others have heard
voices whispering to them. Evidence of satanic ritu-
als was found in one of the community’s homes.

 Sherwood

Sherwood Tracks – A young boy dressed in 1930s
attire has been spotted in the downtown area. To the
disbelief of witnesses, the boy disappears near
t h e r a i l r o a d t r a c k s .

www.ohioexploration.com/paranormal/
hauntings/defiancecounty/

The following information is paranormal informa-
tion gathered by the Ohio Exploration Society. The
editors noted that they have collected and indexed
thousands of hauntings and legends across Ohio’s
88 counties.
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“Early Defiance” by Helen D. Phelps

(Helen was the daughter of Edwin Phelps, one of
the prominent early leaders of Defiance.)

The following article is in honor of the City of
Defiance’s celebration of  its 200th year of incep-
tion. The following are excepts taken from the remi-
nisces of Helen D. Phelps.

“The original planners of Defiance were
Horatio G. Phillips of Dayton and Benjamin Levell of
Piqua who acquired considerable land in this vicin-
ity...”

“Montgomery Evans was the first surveyor in
this section and he and his wife lived in the old fort
and boarded the men who assisted him.  The pre-
liminary survey was made in 1818 but thee town was
not laid out by Levell and Phillips until 1822 when
150 lots were platted. .. Although surveyed in 1822
the town was not entered to the State until April 1823.

“The whole town, with a two exceptions, was
covered with a thick undergrowth of bushes south of
Second Street and west to a deep ravine which later
became the old canal.  The ravine was overgrown
with a thicket of thorn apples, crab apples, and
sumac.

“The streets were not even chopped out, with
the exception of First from Jefferson to Clinton--
Clinton to Third.  Jefferson was underbrushed for a
road from the Maumee to the Auglaize.  There was a
[river} ford at Second across the Auglaize-- also a
road running from Jefferson and First diagonally to
where Monumental Park is now at which point it joined
the Ft. Wayne trail.  Even in the town most roads were
mere trails not wide enough for ox-carts....

“At the foot of Jefferson Street a ferry was kept
by David Hall, a canoe and a small flat boat were the
equipment of the ferry.  Below Halls was a two-story
house used as a hotel and store.  Another log house
on the present site of the Brewery and another at the
top or the hill above the intersection of Clinton and
W. High were the houses north of the Maumee River.

“In 1832 a brick building was erected on
Wayne Street north of the present Post Office which
Many of us remember as he hoe of our late member
Mary Hardy.  The lower floor was finished for a court
room with two offices above.  Robert Wasson and
William Seamens made he brick and laid them. At

that time Defiance was still a part of Williams County.

The First Court
“The first court was held on April 5, 1824.

Ebeneezer Lain of Sandusky was Presiding Judge.
Robert Shirley, John Perkins (the first white pioneer),
and Pierce Evans were appointed by the legislature
as Associate Judges.

The First Recorded Marriage
“The first marriage license was issued to

Charley Green of Girty’s Island and Mary Ann Scribner
of Damascus in December 24, 1824.

The First Election
“The first election was held April 8, 1824 at

which 63 votes were cast for the entire county....

“In 1834 eight years after its founding... my
father came from his boyhood home in Upper New
York state, a boy of 18.... he said that he thought the
north ban of the Maumee River from Napoleon to
Defiance was the most beautiful view he had ever
seen and nothing he had seen since had changed
that first impression.

“On Jefferson Street opposite the R. Peter’s
home was a small grocery on Fort Street near Wayne.
A  hotel was being built on Clinton Street on the site
where the [former Hoffmans Furniture store stood].
A store adjoined this hotel and a harness shop occu-
pied the upper floor of the store.

Hotel Living
There were no stoves in the hotel.  All the cook-

ing was done over a fireplace.  Candles served as
light.  The builder of the hotel, Payne Parker, lived in
a house on Fort  street.  In the hotel there was one
large room on he upper floor (40 x 26 ft.) in which
there were eight or ten beds.  A tick filled with corn
husks, a pair of mackinaw blankets-- colored to save
washing-- and a comforter was considered a good
bed then...

“West on Clinton across from the hotel was a
log blacksmith shop.  West of that on the big ravine
was log cabin occupied by Hiram Heath, the village
blacksmith.  A store at the corner of Wayne and Fort
Streets was owned by Elijah Cas, an old bachelor
and an eccentric  Later he married but had trouble
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with his wife and sold to his brother Samuel C. Case
who became a prominent citizen holding the offices
of County Commissioner, Recorder, and Post Mater
His brother Robert ran the store for him when he
was engaged in official business.

The First Team of Horses
“The first team of horses was brought to

Defiance by William Greer who did teaming form
Maumee to Fort Wayne.

“In stores whiskey sold for 3 cents a drink or
two drinks for 6 1/4 cents which was the smallest
coin in circulation.

Early Churches of Defiance
“Phillips and Levell set aside a lot on which

the Methodist Church now stands ; previously a log
church and parsonage had been built. A lot on the
Auglaize was designated for the Presbyterians;
previously this had been a cemetery and the Pres-
byterians had bought a lot where the present Post
office now stands and had built a log church there.

“The Methodists were the only church hold-
ing regular services in the early days.  They had toe
circuit riders-- one a married man was paid $200 a
year ; the other singe, getting $100....

“The Catholics had services in 1841 in Timo-
thy Fitzpatrick’s house.  There were but two fami-
lies of that faith-- the Fitzpatricks and Frank
Weisenburgers.  Father Rappe came from Toledo
to say mass.... The church grew rapidly after 1850.

Early School
“A log school west of the ravine was the fist

educational effort.  This building was erected with-
out mails or metal of any mind; it had no windows,
just a log being left out on one side to emit light.
This opening was covered with greased  paper...A
fireplace of sones and clay afforded the needed
warmth in the sever winter.  School was held for four
month in the year.

“Later the court room was used as a school.
Here W. A. Brown and Edwin Phelps were instruc-
tors.  This school continues for 8 or 10 years  It was
not until the building of the canal that much progress
was made is sustaining the schools and then the
year was only for six months.

When the state legislature moved the county
seat to Bryan in 1840 citizens were compelled to
take steps toward building a school.  Dr. Jonas
Colby, W. A . Brown and Edwin Phelps were instru-
mental in the promotion. A lot was purchased and a
two story building was erected where the late Dr.
Reynolds’ house now stands.  This was considered
the finest building on the Maumee River.

On the Public Square
“In laying out  the city, Levell and Phillips”...had

set aside for public buildings only-- never to be sold
for private use-- and where the present court house
Also located there was a jail made of rude sure tim-
ber reinforced by plank until the walls were two feet
and four inches thick.

Earliest Doctor
“Dr. Jonas Colby was one of the first physi-

cians and had an office opposite the jail.  He was
the only doctor between Maumee and Toledo. Dr.
Colby used horse and saddle bags. Bilious fever
was prevalent and few persons escaped the annual
attack.  Chills and fever were common ailments.  Dr.
Colby’s record for one day’s riding was 110 miles
of almost impossible trails.

Economic Events
“A saw mill and grist mill were built in 1828 in

Brunersburg before either was built in Defiance. In
1842 potatoes were 25 cents per bushel; eggswere
3 cents a dozen; chickens 5 cents a piece; wool $1
per cord. It was in 1842 that lamps came to town
with kerosene although candles were still made by
the housewife for years.  The Wabash and Erie Ca-
nal was started  in 1837 and the town was filled with
contractors.

“The completion of the Wabash and Erie
Canal  which  was finished in 1843 was celebrated
by the excursion running from Defiance to Fort
Wayne by canal boat.  There was no direct trans-
portation route between Defiance and Columbus.
Travellers followed a trail on horseback and oxen
were used for hauling between the two points.

!845 an Eventful Year
“1845 was an eventful year for Defiance.  The

town had grown and the people were tired of going
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to Bryan for all their legal business and a movement
was started for the formation of a new county.

Bill Passed Creating Defiance County
“ Pierce Evans and William C. Holgate, Whigs,

with Edwin Phelp, Democrat, went to Columbus and
by a bit of successful lobbying succeeded in getting
the bill passed on March 4 1845 creating Defiance
County out of [mainly] Williams County.” [Milford,
HIcksville, Farmer, Mark, Washington, Delaware,
Tiffin, Noble and the upper portion of Defiance Town-
ships were taken from Williams County. Adams,
Richland, and Highland Township were taken from
Henry County, and the lower portion of Defiance
Township was taken from Paudling County.]

‘It was a rainy, bad time.  The trails were hor-
rible but they had good horses and felt time in get-
ting the new county.  The streams were high and they
had to swim the horses, and it was rough riding all
day with wet feet and legs.  The trip took almost four
days.

“One amusing incident my father loved to tell
was when they stopped at a farm house  over night,
he was given a bed over the sauerkraut barrel.  The
odor was so offensive he go up, went to the barn,
and slept in the hay.  There was great concernation
the next morning when they found his bed empty, but
he appeared in time for breakfast.

Maumee River Mule Bridge Destroyed
“After the building of the canal, it was neces-

sary to have a bridge across the Maumee, so a toll
bridge (Mule bridge) was built near the foot of Clinton
Street.  This was taken away during a big freshnet in
1846.  W. A. Brown, Edwin Phelps, and tow other
men were on it and had a free ride to Napoleon where
they were taken off-- none the worse for the trip haz-
ardous as it was.  There was no dam at Indepen-
dence then.

“The town did not grow beyond 5th Street for
ay years Although the land south of it was cleared of
the virgin forest, and corn and wheat planted in the
new ground.

Toledo and Illinois Railway
:In 1853 a contract was let for the building of

the Toledo and Illinois Railway now familiarly known
as the Wabash although a part of the New York Cen-

tral.   A book will be published this fall by the grand-
daughter of Dr. Jonas Colby, Clara Ingram Judson of
Evanston, dealing with this period which I am sure
will prove interesting-- “The Irish Come to America”
which will detail life in Defiance.”

Built in 1875, this union station was on the east side of
Deatrick Street SE of Harrison Avenue. Although built by
the B&O, the station had platforms on both sides to serve
both the B&O and Wabash.

Bronson photo showing the building of the dam at
Independnce. It was built to provide water for the canal
system. The wooden  dam was replaced in 1924 by con-
crete.
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The county fair was one of the biggest events
to include many from Defiance and the surrounding
county.  Over one hundred categories and their ac-
companied prizes ranging from $20.00 to 25 cents
were to be awarded. To attend,  one had  to be a
member of the Society but for two dollars, anyone
could  purchase  membership tickets.

Entry for any category wasopen “to the world”!
Some of the over 100  categories:
Stallions ($10 top prize)
Geldings, Mare and colts (top $5.00)
Best collection of horses from any one
township ($20.)
Trotters and Walkers
Jacks and Mules
Cattle, Oxen, Steers
Sheep, Swine, Poultry
Field Crops
Provisions

Defiance County Fair in 1871 - To be
held in Defiance Oct 3-6 beginning on a
Wednesday

Defance Democrat - August 5, 1871

Jams, jellies, preserves, apple butter
Flour, lard, sugars molasses, sor-
ghum, vinegar, pickles
Cake, cookies, breads, biscuits,

pies
Agriculture machines and Implements:

 Threshing machine, clover huller,
corn sheller, mower, sawing ma
chines, hay rake, pitch fork, 8 kinds
plows, brick machines, washing ma
chines

For manufactures
Harnesses, wagons, carriages, shingles,
Various furniture
Domestic manufacture

woolen blanket, 10 categories of flan
nel, 8 categories of cloths, jeans, knit
stockings, caskets and coffins,

Needlework
Quilts, tatting, hairs chain, wreaths,
flowers, bouquet, embroidery, pin
cushions crochet and knitting

Pictures and ornamental work
 photographs, oil, water, pen and
creations, chromo pictures, paper
pictures, hot house plants, live flow
ers and bouquets,

Miscellaneous

“All categories not mentioned in the list-
ing that are decidedly  meritorious will
receive premiums to be decided by the
Board of Managers --William D. Hell -
president,  Charles P. - secretary

Some years later, the county fair
was moved on”The Pike” that is to
Hicksville where it has remained for
many, many years.
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The Commemorative Biographical Record of Northwestern Ohio contains many brief biographies of early
prominent and representative citizens and of many of the early settled families.  Sketches are included for
those counties of Defiance, Henry, Williams and Fulton. The book was published by J. H. Beer & Company
of Chicago in 1899. Chicago:  On the following two pages are excepts from the index of the book. The entire
book can be found online through Ancestry.com--https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/23841/
images/dvm_LocHist009154-00002-0?ssrc=&backlabel=Return&pId=2000000000  and Family Search--
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books-- (and perhaps at other online sites).  Index of names at the back.

Kalahari Resort and Convention
Center - Sandusky Ohio

April 26-29, 2023

Some of the strands the conference will be
built around are migration, ethnic, DNA,

technology, methodology, military, migration.

For more information go to
www.ogsconference. org

Conference questions:
ogscord@ogs.org.

Sampling of the index to
the Commemorative
Biographical Record of
Northwestern Ohio
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Defiance County, Ohio Genealogy
Family Search

https:/ /www.familysearch.org/en/wiki /
Defiance_County,_Ohio_Genealogy

In  addition to searching for specific genealogical
names, Family Search also offers the ability to
search by location. The following categories pro-
vide an overall guide to Defiance County, Ohio-- its
ancestry, genealogy and family history, birth records,
marriage records, death records, census records,
and military records.

Contents
1 County Information
1.1 Description
1.2 County Courthouse
1.3 Defiance County, Ohio Record Dates
1.4 Record Loss
1.5 Boundary Changes
1.6 Populated Places
1.7 History Timeline
2 Resources
2.1 Bible Records
2.2 Biographies
2.3 Business, Commerce, and Occupations
2.4 Cemeteries
2.5 Census Records
2.6 Church Records
2.7 Court Records
2.8 Directories
2.9 Emigration and Immigration
2.10 Ethnic, Political, and Religious Groups
2.11 Funeral Homes
2.12 Genealogies
2.13 Guardianship
2.14 Land and Property Records
2.15 Local Histories
2.16 Maps and Gazetteers
2.17 Migration
2.18 Military Records
2.19 Naturalization and Citizenship
2.20 Newspapers
2.21 ObituariesThe School with a View
2.22 Other Records
2.23 Periodicals
2.24 Probate Records
2.25 School Records

2.26 Social Security Records
2.27 Tax Records
2.28 Vital Records
2.28.1 Birth
2.28.2 Marriage
2.28.3 Death
2.28.4 Divorce
3 Research Facilities
3.1 Archives
3.2 FamilySearch Centers
3.3 Libraries
3.4 Museums
4 Societies
5 Websites
6 Research Guides

The 1913 Flood in Defiance, Ohio
Ohio's Greatest Natural Disaster

By Trish Sanford-Speiser · 2021
Defiance, Ohio, where the Tiffin and Auglaize
Rivers meet the mighty Maumee draining over
6,000 square miles of farmland, was hard hit
in the 1913 Flood which still holds the title
"Ohio's Greatest Natural Disaster."

The story of Defiance, Ohio as told by the 1918
School sitting at the foot of Clinton Street.

By Trish Sanford-Speiser · 2020

   Books are available from Amazon.com and
other sellers.  (Published by Google Books)
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Feb. 8, 1883 Defiance DemocratSample Biographical Sketch from the Commemora-
tive Biographical Record of Northwestern Ohio

January 3, 1863 – Charles DUNNING, for many
years master of a boat on the Wabash Canal, and
from 1858 to the spring of 1862, a resident of Dela-
ware township, Defiance county, where he was also
a Justice of the Peace, was so injured by the falling
of a tree, while out Coon hunting in Paulding county
on Wednesday last, that he died on Saturday morn-
ing last.

April 25, 1863 – The bodies of Henry MILLER, of
Defiance, a Shoemaker, and ___ MAYER, a BAR-
BER from Fort Wayne, were found in the level be-
low WILHELM’s Lock, Defiance on Thursday last.
The last seen of these men was on Tuesday night
previous, when Miller started from down town to
accompany Mayer to the depot, who intended to
return to Fort Wayne. It is supposed that they fell,
the night being very dark, from the lock crossing into
the canal; and from the appearance of the bodies,
it is probable that they were arm in arm, one carry-
ing the other over, falling head foremost on the
stones and timber below. Miller’s absence was not
noticed, as it was supposed that he had accompa-
nied Mayer to Fort Wayne. Both were Germans and
young unmarried men.

Coon Hunting Death - 1863

Canal Deaths - 1863

October 17, 1863 – Peter DILS, a son of Mr. Joel
Dils, age 18 years and 3 months, was so badly
injured by a runaway team, that he died on Friday
morning, October 9th. He had been driving the farm
team on a road near his father’s farm, and was
thrown from the wagon while going down hill, fall-
ing on his head, fracturing the skull. He was a boy
of kind disposition and industrious habits.

Farming Death - 1863
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Surname First Name P ages
A d a m s Nathan 6
Al l en J . 5
Allomong Linda Farell 3 3
Allomong Robert Forest 3 3
Allomong William Forest 3 3
Allomong Ulysses Ambrose 3 3
Allshouse Henry 5
Altenberger Florence 5 2
Anderson George 5
Ashbaugh Samuel S. 6
Ay ers Joseph P. 5
Baner Joseph, Jr. 6
Barton Wil l iam 4
Bechtol George W. 6
Beckett Hannah Pauline 3 3
Bell M. P. 5
Bellinger P. 5
Bensnider Clyde 5 2
Bentley Frank 2 5
Bercaw Kimberly 3 3
Bercaw Cloyce Joseph 3 3
Bercaw James Joseph 3 3
Bercaw Elba Jay 3 3
Bercaw William H. 3 3
Berchtold Anthony, Dr. 6
Bernbacher Banjamin M. 5
Billion Graves 4 4
Bixby Lew is 5
Bixley Aaron 5
Blackman Samuel 5
Blackman Sylvester 5
Bla ir Mary 5 2
Bla ir John 5
Bla ir Enos 6
Blanchard Gideon 6
Blanchard Joseph 6
Blymyer William Gaylord 6
Borders Marybeth 3 3
Bouton Henry C. 5
Braninger Jac ob 5
Brenner E l i a s 5
Bricker Harry 5 3
Bridenbaugh Wil l iam 5
Bridenbaugh F. F. 5
Bridenbaugh John 5
Bridenbaugh Peter 5
Brobek Ann Jane Cassitt 4 3

Bronson Charles E. 6
Brown William A. 5,6
Brobekl Is rael 4 3
Brubaker E l i z a 6
Burdge James K. 5
Burke Orlando 5 2
Calhoun John 5 3
Camel’s Back Hill Cemetery
4 7
Carroll Thomas R. 6
Carroll Wil l iam 6
Carter Wil l iam 5,6
Cary Robert 6
Cas e Samuel S 5
Casebeer J. E., Capt. 6
Churchman E l i a s 5
Clark Joseph 5
Clark Thomas 5
Clinker David 3 1
Clinker Samuel 3 4
Clinker John 3 4
Clinker Christian 3 4
Colby Jon as 5
Cole W. W. 6
ConKolb Jos. 5 3
Corwin Is a ac 6
County Home Residents 1940 5 2
Culley Frank C. 6
Dame Timothy 5
Davidson Goldies 5 2
Davis Walt er 5
Davis Zephaniah H. 6
Defiance County Cemeteries 4 5
Defiance County Courhouses 8
Defiance Township 5
Defiance’s Five Operas 4 9
Delaney Sarah Mildred 3 3
Diamond Anna 5 2
Dickman Peter 6
Dill inger John 7
Dodd P.  M. 5
Donley Henry 5
Dow ns John P. 5
Dow ns A. L. 5
Dow ns Sophia 6
Dow ns Ang us 6
Dunbar Arthur M. 3 4
Dunbar Arthur G. 3 4

Knis s Jacob 5,6

Durkin John 5
Dye Al fred 5 2
Early Defiance Organizations
4 9 Hazeltine John
5
Heatley James B. 5,6
Henry Jennie 5 2
Heoffel Michael Jr. 6
Herrn J am e s 5
Hetrick Ida Mae 3 3
Higgins Wil l iam 6
Hilbert Wil l iam 5 2
Hill Cemetery 4 8
Hilton Brice 5
Hilton Ez ra 5
Hilton Benjamin 5
History  City of Defiance 3 2
Hively John 6
Hoff man William G. 6
Holgate William C. 5,6
Holgate Curtis 6
Holoway Anson 5
Hoover I sa a c 5
Hopkins N. 5
Hudson Henry 5
Hudson A . 5
Huff-Lorah El izabeth 3 4
Iron Horse Brew 9
Island Park Entertainment 4 9
John Paulding Museum 2 9
Johnson Stel la 5 2
Jones Madeleine Earle 3 3
Jones Forrest Duano 3 3
Jones Thomas E. 3 3
Jumps Ruth 3 3
Kahlo Joseph J. 6
Karnes John 5
Karr Wil l iam 5
Keesbury Earl 5 2
Kel ley M a e 5 2
Kent Stephen 5
Kerr Hugh L. 5
Kettenring Peter 6
Kil ley  Daniel H. 6
Kinkade E . 5
Kiser John H. 5
Kiser Ju l ia 6
Knis s John 5

Index to the Four Issues of Vol. 38 - 2022 Year
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Knis s John 6
Koons F. A. 5
Krider Edith 5 2
Kuhn John J. 5
Kyle Robert 5 3
Lambert C. M. 5
Landgon William S. 5
Landis-Rohn El izabeth 3 4
Landis-Rohn Abraham 5
Langdon Ly man 5
Langdon William S. 5
Lauster Peter William 6
LDS Genealogy Website 4 5
Leavel l Benjamin 3 2
Le e John 5
Lemon John 5 3
Lenhart Mary 5 2
Leonard Alpheus 5 2
Levi Joseph J. 6
Lew is Wil l iam 5
Lew is Thomas 5
Lew is William Jr. 6
Lindenberger Edward F. 6
Lorah John Bertolet 3 4
Lorah-Kuhn Catherine 3 4
Lost Creek Cemetery 4 8
Ludwig Dora Maria 3 3
Ludwig Sidney Daniel 3 3
Ludwig Charles Miller 3 3
Lyman Sereno 5
Lyman Wil l iam 5
Markle-Gier Sarah 3 4
Marqnardt Conrad 6
M ast er Andrew 5
Matt ox Myrtle Mable 3 3
McCanley P. 5
McColl ister John 6
McDowell F. J. 5
McFar lan Hannah 6
McKwllyss David 5
Meeker-Smith El izabeth 3 4
Mehring-Riek Anna Dorthea 3 4
Merrn Michael 5
Messerly-Clinker El izabeth 3 4
Mi l ler Henry 5 3
Mi l ler Horace . 6
Mi l ler Abijah John 6
Mill ler John 6
Moats Ford 9

Mull igan Benjamin 3 4
Mulligna-Wodcox, Susannah 3 4
Nei l l Lew is 6
New man Rena 5 2
Ney Cemetery Records 4 5
Nicely Salome 7
Nichold Glen 5 3
Noble Clavin L 5
Oden J a m es 5
Old Indian Cemetery 4 7
Old Kentuckian Cemetery 4 7
Olinger Jac ob 5
Oliver Everett 5 3
Oliver David L. 5
Oliver El izabeth 6
Partee J a m es 5
Partee John 5
Per in Fay 5
Phelps Edwin 5
Phill ips Horatio C. 3 2
Philson Thomas 5 3
Pool F. 5
Potter Solomon 5
Powel l W. S., Dr. 6
Preisindorfer John M. 6
Ralston Joseph, Jr. 6
Ralston Joseph 6
Reed Henry Wellington 3 4
Reed Isaac B. 3 4
Reed Ester Bradley 3 4
Reed Banjamin M. 3 4
Rice H. P. 5
Richardson Lay Whitney 6
Rider Levi 5
Rider Wil l iam 5
Riek-Smith Louis a 3 4
Riek-Smith John Christoph 3 4
Riverside Cemetery 4 7
Roeger George Nicholas 3 4
Rohn Wil l iam 3 4
Rohn-Dunbar Mary 3 4
Rowe John 6
Royce Charles V. 5,6
Rozevink Richard 3 2
Sanders Sadie 5 2
Sanders Alexander Charler 3 4
Saur Henry 6
Sawyer Oliver W. 5

Schlosser Hannah Mable 3 3
Schlosser Elmer Ellsworth 3 3
Schlosser Peter 6
Schneider John Jacob 6
Schooly A . 5
Scott John Lawrence 6
Sell inger V. 5
Semans Wil l iam 5
Sess ions Horace 5
Sewell Gertrude 5 2
Shead Frank J. 6
Shirley Robert 6
Shirley Phi l ip 6
Shortgen Kate 5 2
Shortgen Luci le 5 2
Skeen John 5
Smith M ay 5 2
Smith Phill ip 3 4
Smith Louis 3 4
Sobieck Nat han 3 1
Sobieck Ch as e 3 1
Social Media Plaforms 2 5
Southworth B. B. 5
Southworth Burr B. 6
Spangler Leroy 5 3
Speck Frank 2
Speck John 5 2
Speck O r a 5 2
Sprow H az e l 5 2
Sprow Gladys 5 2
Squire V irgi l 6
Stevens F. F. 5
Stevens Frederick 6
Stilwil l John M. 5
Stoddard Amos 5
Stow John 5
Stoner Solomon 5
Stow William B., Rev. 6
Strait Reuben 5
Strong Charles Carroll 6
Sway Casper 5
Swearingen John 2 0
Taylor Golda Caroline 3 3
Taylor William Miller 3 3
Tea t s Jacob 5
Tea t s Wil l iam 5
Terry John 5
Thacker L N., Dr. 6



Tharp Isaac L. 3 4
Tharp-Reed Lucinda 3 4
Thieroff Johan Nicol 3 4
Thompson Harriet 5 2
Thral l M. P. 5
Thral l Mart in 5
Toledo State Hospital 3 5
Trampe Frederick 6
Travis Wil l iam 5
Troeger-Thieroff Anna Margaretha 3 4
Tutt le John 5,6
Van Wormer Henry 5
Varnemann Henry 5
V i e rs A . 6
Warnament Mary Katherine 3 3
Warren William B. 5
Warren Thomas 5
Weaver Raymond 5 2
Webb Joseph 5
Weisenberger Fred 5
Weisenberger G. M. 6
Weisenberger Francis J. 6
Welch Obadiah 5
Wel ls Benjamin 5 2
Wel ls John 5
Wel ls Abraham 5
Wheldon L. P. E. 5
Whiley James W. 5
White Elmer, Hon. 6
Whitehead Reuben 5
Widmer Danie l 6
Widmer John 6
Wiley Enos P. 5
Wilhelm Adam 6
Wilson George 5 2
Wolfrum John Jacob 3 4
Wonderly Martha 5 2
Wood Harvey 6
Wood Mary 5 2
Woodcox George B. 3 4
Woodcox-Sanders, Susan 3 4
Woodward J. G. 5
Worthington Colored Cemetery 4 8
Worts J. G. 5
WPA Cemetery Records 4 6
Wrede Leo 5 2
Young Bonnie 5 2
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Zellers Amos 5
Zellers Peter 5
Z iegler Michael 6



Defiance County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society
Membership Form for 2023

Please print or type and send with check made payable to DCGS.
Send to: Defiance County Chapter OGS, PO Box 7006, Defiance, OH 43512

Membership year is January 1 through December 31, annual $15.00 per person, $18.00 for family. If you
need to update your 5 generation charts, please return a five generation chart, sign and date the form
giving permission to publish in the newsletter.

First Name ____________________________ Last Name______________________________

Maiden Name_______________________Spouse Name _______________________________

Address ________________________________________

City_______________________State______

Zip code ___________ - ___________ Phone # ( ______ )________________

E-mail address____________________________ Birthdate_____________

New Member ___  or Renewal___              Single___ or  Family___

Donation to DCGS for $_____ Specified Intention (please indicate)____________________

**Would you prefer your newsletter (circle one) Snail mail (USPS) or E-mail.  Due to increased
printing and postage costs, please add $5.00 to your membership fee for snail mail.

Member of First Families of Defiance County, Yes ___ No ___ OGS Member? Yes___ No__
Your surnames in Defiance County:
_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Program Suggetions:___________________________________________________________

What services/support would you be willing to offer DCGS?  (CIrcle all that apply)
Officer/Trustee, Computer data entry, Transcribing records, Proofreading, Meeting greeter, Setting up
displays, Indexing, Telephone/calling, Fundraising, First Families Committee, Speaker, Teaching, Other
___________________________________________

I do ___ do not ___  give permission to have my information printed in any handouts, newsletters, or
publications.

Office use only: Date Pd. ________ Ck. # ________Cash________Membership #______



Name_______________________________ Phone________________
Address____________________________________________________
City___________________ State________________ Zip_____________

Description of Publications Price Quantity  Total
Reprint of 1876DefianceCountyAtlaswith Indices (Paper- pub. 2007) 25.00
Plat Map Index or Biographical Index for the 1876Def.Co.Atlas $8.00 each
Index to the 1976DefianceCountyHistoryBook (pub. 2006) $15.00
Index to theHistory of DefianceCounty 1883 (pub. 2008) $30.00
Def. Co. Tombstone Index ‘78-’83: BookA-K or Book L-Z (pub. 2001) $30.00 each
EarlyDeath Records of Defiance Co. 1867-1884 (pub. 2001) $25.00
Def. Co. Deaths 1884-1907: BookA-K or Book L-Z (pub. 2004) $25.00 each
Def. Co. Deaths 1908-1996: BookA-E, Book F-K, Book L-R or Book S-Z $30.00 each
Def. Co.Out of County and State Burial Permits 1973-1998 (pub. 2004) $25.00
Def.Co.Riverside Interments: Jan. 1978-July 2006 (pub. 2007) $25.00
Adams Township Def.Co. Inscription Book (Read in 2000; pub. 2005) $25.00
Def. Twp.& CityTombstone Inscription. (New Riverside Cem. not included)
                                                            (Read in ‘78-’82; pub. 2001) $25.00
Defiance City New Riverside Tombstone Inscriptions (Read ‘78-’82; pub. 2001) $35.00
Delaware Twp.Def.Co. Tombstone Inscriptions (Read ‘01-’02; pub. 2005) $30.00
Farmer Twp.Def.Co.Tombstone Inscriptions (Read ‘94; pub. 2008) $30.00
Hicksville Twp.Def.Co.Tombstone Inscriptions (Read ‘00-’02; pub. 2007) $35.00
Highland Twp.Def.Co.Tombstone Inscriptions (Read ’01; pub. 2005) $25.00
Mark & MilfordTwps.Def. Co.Tombstone Inscriptions (Read ‘01; pub. 2004) $25.00
Noble Twp.Def.Co.Tombstone Inscriptions (Read ‘92; pub. 2005) $20.00
Richland Twp.Def.Co./Tombstone Inscriptions (Read ’78-’82; pub. 2001) $20.00
TiffinTwp.Def.Co.Tombstone Inscriptions (Read ’96-’06; pub. 2001) $25.00
WashingtonTwp.Def.Co.Tombstone Inscriptions (Read ‘97; pub. 2005) $20.00
Def. Co. Births 1867-1908: BookA-D, Book E-I , Book J-M (revised 2016) $40.00 each
Def. Co. Births 1867-1908: BookN-Sl, Book Sm-Z (revised 2016) $35.00 each
Def. Co. Marriages - SmallVol 1: 1845-1861 (pub. 2001) $30.00
Def. Co. Marriages - SmallVol. 2: 1855-1885 (pub. 2006) $25.00
Def. Co. MarriagesVol. 1&2: Feb. 1885-May 1897 (pub. 2009) $25.00
Def. Co. MarriagesVol. 3&4: Jan. 1897-Nov. 1903 (pub. 2009) $30.00
Def. Co. MarriagesVol. 5&6: November 1903 –December 1912 (pub. 2010) $25.00
Def. Co. MarriagesVol. 7&8 Dec. 1912-Nov. 1925 (pub. 2011) $25.00
Defiance County Naturalizations (pub. 2008) $20.00
1890 Defiance County Veterans’ Census (pub. 2007) $15.00
Enumerations of Males in DefianceCounty1847-1895 (pub. 2006) $25.00
Campaigns of theArmy of theNorthwest 1812-1813 (pub. 2009) $10.00
Civil War Journal of DariusW. Baird (38thOVI) ofNWOhio (pub. 2011) $10.00
Reproduction of Turnbull Wagon Co. Catalogue 1904 (pub. 2011) $21.50
225th Anniversary of Anthony Wayne's Fort Defiance;
 A Collection of Short Stories (newly published 2019)

TOTAL (Includes all taxes, shipping handling. Prices effective May 2016) TOTAL

Defiance CountyGenealogy Society
PO Box 7006,
Defiance, OH 43512-7006

Defiance County
Genealogy Society

$10.00


